


Claims that Kansas' failed tax-cut experiment was justified
as a response to a “lost decade” for the state’s economy
aren't borne out by what actually happened at that time. If

anything, there is strong evidence that Kansas' economic
situation is worsening since the tax cuts began to weaken
the state’s ability to make public investments in schools and
other drivers of job growth and widespread prosperity.

An Analysis of Jobs Data for the so-
called “Lost Decade” and an Examination
of Kansas in the Aftermath of the Great
Recession Found:

Though Kansas did lose 25,000 private sector jobs
between 2000 and 2010, almost half of the job loss
was concentrated in Wichita and was related to
trauma in the airline industry.

Elsewhere, it was hardly a "lost decade,” as Kansas
City, Kansas, for example, saw a net gain of over
15,000 jobs during the same period.

Kansas' recovery from the recession has
consistently lagged behind the entire nation
and six-state region in both total and private sector
job growth.

Wage and salary growth in Kansas - both total
and just in the private sector- lags the nation even
after the tax cuts. However, average wage and salary
growth in the so-called “lost decade” beat the nation’s
rate.

Kansas' share of the national economy has
declined since the tax cuts and is now lower than
its average share between 2000 and 2010.

Kansas has had to weather some tough economic
conditions since the start of the new millennium.
Following the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001,
the nation fell into a recession — one that particularly
affected the airline industry.
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With Wichita as a hub for aviation manufacturing and
thousands of workers being laid off,! the effects of this
downturn rippled outward. In early 2003, a U.S. Senate
Committee discussed how the over 10,000 layoffs hurt
the city. It was noted that every job in the aviation
industry in Wichita creates nearly two other jobs.2

46% of Kansas' Job Loss from
2000 to 2010 Happened in Wichita
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Cumulative
Private Job Growth, Jan. 2000 to Dec. 2010.

The early 2000s economy was harmful to Wichita and
Kansas at large and, when combined with the job loss

of the Great Recession, made for a very tough 10 years
for Kansas' largest city and the entire state. Private sector
job loss from 2000 to 2010 was acute: more than 25,000
statewide. Wichita, however, lost almost 12,000 of those
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