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It’s Not Always Sunnier in Florida
Proponents of eliminating Kansas’ income tax say
that without it Kansas can be more like Texas and
Florida economically. But they should be careful
what they wish for: Texas and Florida both rank
worse than Kansas on a number of key gauges of
prosperity and well-being. Another inconvenient
truth: Texans and Floridians pay higher sales and
property taxes than Kansans, a predictable result
of having no income tax.

Kansas has more broadly
shared prosperity and
higher quality of life.
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n Education. Given that Kansans want good schools that produce top-notch students, Texas and Florida
are poor choices for role models. Kansas outperforms both states on crucial measures of K-12 education.

MORE PEOPLE LIVING IN POVERTY AND
UNINSURED IN TEXAS AND FLORIDA
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n Poverty, Health Coverage and Jobs.
Compared to Florida and Texas, Kansas has a
smaller share of its population living in poverty
and a lower percentage of people without
health insurance, though we continue to need
to improve in those areas.
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And on the jobs front, unemployment is far
higher in Florida (8 percent) and slightly higher
in Texas (6.1 percent) than it is in Kansas (5.4
percent).1
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n Income Inequality. We need to ensure that
all people benefit from our economy, not just
the top-earning Kansans. Following in the
footsteps of Texas and Florida would take us
in the wrong direction. They rank among the
worst states for income inequality.
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Floridians and Texans pay more sales and property taxes.
Beyond their poor showing on the above indicators, and despite the tourism and oil revenues that
help make up for their lack of an income tax, Florida and Texas have higher property and sales taxes
per person and as a share of their economies
than Kansas.2
RATIO OF HOUSEHOLD INCOME OF THE
TOP 20% TO THE BOTTOM 20%

If Kansas eliminates the income tax, it
would likely see these other taxes go up.
Without critical revenue from the income
tax to pay for education and other needs,
Kansas is likely to increase other state
taxes. Kansas will pass the responsibility of
funding services on to local communities,
leaving them with a choice between cuts
or increasing local taxes and fees as state
funding decreases and costs rise.3
Raising other taxes would disproportionately
harm low- and middle-income people that
see a bigger share of their income go to
sales and property taxes than more affluent
Kansans.4
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Vincent Palacios, 2012, “Pulling Apart: A state-by-state analysis
of income trends,” Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.

Kansas should set its sights higher.
Kansas doesn’t have Florida’s beaches or tourism, nor does our state benefit from oil, like Texas. But
on a whole range of indicators, Kansans are better off. In addition, claims that the income tax holds
back state economies or that states without an income tax outperform those that do have been
thoroughly debunked. In truth, taxes matter little for job creation. But they matter a great deal to
our ability to support the services that are critical to a thriving Kansas economy, like strong schools
and colleges, a well-trained workforce, good roads and reliable fire and police protection. All of
these services would be harmed by eliminating our income tax. Kansas can do better than Texas and
Florida. It already does.
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